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A BILL to amend the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, by adding thereto a hew section,
designated 816-59-1, relating to requiring health care providers to make available to
patients an estimate of the provider’'s standard charges for items and services provided
by the provider; and requiring under certain circumstances an explanation of options
available and a cost comparison.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 59. DISCLOSURES OF CHARGES BY HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS.

16-59-1. Disclosures of charges by health care providers.

(a) Prior to scheduling an appointment or during an office or emergency room visit with a

covered person for a standardized nonemergency or elective procedure, and in terms a patient

typically understands, a health care provider shall, in a form that is consistent with federal

quidelines, make available to the patient an estimate of the provider’s standard charges for items

and services provided. If there are optional methods of treatment, the provider shall also explain

the options and provide a cost comparison to the patient.

(b) For purposes of this section:

“Health care facility” means a hospital or an ambulatory surgery facility.

“Health care professional” means an individual, acting within the scope of his or her

licensure or certification, who provides a covered service defined by the health benefits plan.

“Health care provider” or “provider” means a health care professional or health care facility.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to require health care providers to make available to
patients an estimate of the provider’s standard charges for items and services provided by
the provider; and under certain circumstances an explanation of options available and a
cost comparison.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



